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In the eastern Mediterranean, the Turks tried to domi-
nate the military situation by an attack on vulnerable
points. The attack on the Suez Canal, however, was re-
pulsed, chiefly due to the inadequate military preparation
and to the difficulties encountered in crossing the Sinai
desert. The harsh methods of Djemal (Jemal) Pasha,
Turkish Minister of Marine, who was sent to Syria as
military governor, caused bitter hatred against the Turks
and weaned away still further any sympathy that the
Arabs might have had for them. Djemal (Jemal) Pasha
treated barbarously natives and foreigners alike, and in
the process starved nearly one fourth of the Lebanese
in their own beautiful mountains. Turkish forces, which
were widely scattered in Ottoman territory in a dual
endeavor to put down insurrections and to deal with for-
eign invaders, suffered defeats at Erzerum, Trebizond
and Erzinjan at the hands of the Eussian General, Grand
Duke Nicholas. When German troops joined the Turkish
forces, the combined army was successful in besieging
the Anglo-Indian forces under Major General Townshend
at Kut al Amara, and were also triumphant against the
Eussian army in Persia. German troops were later with-
drawn to the European theatre of war. There followed
military triumphs by the Anglo-Indian forces in Iraq,
and with Arab assistance, in Palestine and Syria. De-
spite the many acts of heroism under almost intolerable
land and climatic conditions, the wonderful advances of
General Allenby's forces and the timely service rendered
by the Arab Camel Corps under the leadership of Emir
Feisal, a son of the Sherif of Mecca, military historians
are virtually unanimous in stating that these Middle
Eastern commitments nearly lost the war for the Entente
Allies, Although Premier Lloyd George stated before
the Supreme War Council in January, 1918, that there
was a surplus of men and equipment that might be em-
ployed in the Levant, as later investigation proved, not